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Legal Research Free and Fast!

– Paper available: 

“‘Free’ versus ‘Fee’ Online Legal Research in the United 
States and Canada”

– Coming soon:

www.legalresearchandwriting.ca

Canadian: Primary Resources: Case Law

– Free Canadian case law well-represented online

– CanLII, court websites

– RSS feeds (e.g., Ontario Court of Appeal)

– Free access to court docket info not good 
(commercial services = Plumitifs, Litigator)

– Increase in digitization of out-of-copyright cases?
(e.g., English Reports)
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Canadian: Primary Law: Case Law

1) CanLII Case Law and Noter-Upper 
(http://www.canlii.org) 

2) Nomus (new case law search engine) 
(http://www.nomus.ca) 

3) Martime Law Book Free Case Law Search 
(http://www.mlb.nb.ca)

4) Ernst & Young Document Centre Home 
(http://documentcentre.eycan.com/Default.aspx)  
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Good online search tools / operators on CanLII

Noting up: R. v. Neil cited by 146 cases

Sort by “Most cited”
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Auto-populated search

Case Box



5



6



7

Canadian: Primary Law: Legislation

– Free Canadian case legislation well-represented online

– CanLII, government websites

Official versus un official?– Official versus un-official?

– OICs, Hansard, government documents

– Historical Legislation: Alberta, Ontario

Canadian: Primary Law: Legislation

1)  CanLII Legislation (www.canlii.org) 

2)  Canada Gazette (www.gazette.gc.ca)

3)  Dept of Justice (http://laws.justice.gc.ca)

4)  Alberta Historical Legislation Online (www.ourfutureourpast.ca/law/) 

5)  Ontario Historical Legislation (Internet Archive) 
(www.archive.org/details/toronto) 

6)  LSUC Legislation Online 
(http://rc.lsuc.on.ca/library/research_law_ca_legis.htm) 
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Law Society of Upper Canada, Legislation Online
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Canadian: Secondary Resources

– Limited secondary resources on free Internet

– Books, Journals, Encyclopedias, Case Law Digests, 
Reference Tools = “valued-added” info, not being “given 
away”y

– Need to be creative to find any free “value-added” 
information

Books

1) AMICUS Library of Canada Catalogue:

•See which books have been published
•Source books by location: which library has the 
book?

2) Publisher websites

3) BC Law Institute Law Reform Database

4) Otherwise: e-books by subscription

Journals / CLE Papers

1)  Grey literature – Custom Google search of Canadian law firm 
websites, blogs and journal websites:

•http://tinyurl.com/canadianlawfirms
•Fee Fie Foe Firm

2)  CAIJ: Scott Index to Canadian Legal Periodical Literature (1998~)
3)  BC Legal Literature Index (www.courthouselibrary.ca/search.aspx) 
4)  Google Scholar Advanced
5)  LSUC Catalogue: Search for CLE Papers
6)  ICLL Abbreviations (www.westlawecarswell.com/icll/periodicals.asp)
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Reference Tools

1)  Legal Directories (Canada Law List, Martindale)

2)  Dictionaries

3)  Wikipedia

4)  BC Courthouse Library: Asked and Answered 
(www.courthouselibrary.ca/research/AskedAndAnswered.aspx) 

5)  Catherine Best, Best Guide to Canadian Legal Research 
(http://legalresearch.org) 
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