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About the Forum

The Canadian Forum on Civil Justice is a non-profit, 
independent organization dedicated to bringing p g g g
together the public, the courts, the legal profession and 
government in order to promote a civil justice system 
that is accessible, effective, fair and efficient.

Major research projects include:
Civil Justice System and the Public
Alberta Legal Services Mapping Project
Cost of Justice Research

cfcj-fcjc.org/inventory
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cfcj-fcjc.org/clearinghouse

Clearinghouse Taxonomy

Highlighted main areas of 
civil justice reform • Civil Justice System

• Access to Justice
Alt ti Di tLargely pre-coordinated 

terms such as:
– “Appointment and 

Tenure of the Judiciary”
– “Technology and Law 

Firms”

• Alternative Dispute 
Resolution

• Court Administration
• Judiciary
• Legal Profession
• Practice and Procedure
• Technology

Foundational thesaurus research

Conducted by Michael Lines in 2005-2006

Established need for civil justice system thesaurus

Explored possible applications

Created draft thesaurus



3

Need for an Inventory / 
Clearinghouse search thesaurus

Complexity of civil justice reform

Subject area is difficult to delineate

Large variation in terminology across Canada

Legal terms of art

Search thesauri

Scope Notes (SN)
legal service centres
SN Centres serving the 

public which may

Poly-hierarchical tree of 
subject terms  (NT/BT)

Related Terms (RT)

Synonyms (UF)

public which may 
provide a variety of legal 
services including 
information, advice, 
referral, or help finding a 
lawyer.

BT legal service providers
NT clinics
NT legal information centres
RT legal services
UF justice access centres

Benefits of a search thesaurus

Alternative entry points capture variation in 
terminology

C i t t t l i d th h hi– Consistent cataloguing and thorough searching

Scope notes make use of terms of art clearer
– Distinguish similar terms such as “costs” and “cost 

of justice”
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Benefits of a search thesaurus, cont.

Rich relational structure encourages exploring 
the subject area (related, broader, and 
narrower terms)narrower terms)
– e.g. may lead user from “cost of justice” to “legal 

fees”
Focus on post-coordination of terms allows 
new topics to be explored as they emerge
– e.g. family law + mediation

Pajek visualization
of subject 
correlation in the 
Inventory of 
Reforms

Faceted browsing

Recent Clearinghouse 
update shifts from 
searching to browsingsearching to browsing 
paradigm 
Increases ability of users 
to post-coordinate subject 
terms into meaningful 
combinations
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Current implementation

Working draft version of the thesaurus has 
been implemented for development and 
cataloguing purposescataloguing purposes

Editable terms, scope, relations
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Challenges

Expert input

Public input

Bilingual development


