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1 What makes Law complex? (reminder) 
– Number of sources 
– Dependence on the institution 
– Language 
– Dynamic (update) 
– International aspects 
– Etc. 

2 What is Québec law? 
– An exercise in complexity 

 Duality of Systems  
 History of Québec law  

– The Civil Code : Québec’s  "jus commune" 

 Prudhomme Decision 2002 SCC 85  
 Common law of Québec vs the Canadian Legal System  
 The Civil Code narrated to your children 



 

3 Three paradigms of Canadian Law (additions to the landscape) 
– CL 1867 ss 91/92 et al. Distribution of powers  
– Charter of rights and Freedoms  
– NAFTA 

Lesson learned : the horizon 

4 Two features of Canadian Law (further into complexity) 
– Bilinguilism  
– Duality of Systems (bi-juridisme) 

 1st stage : access to justice  
 2nd stage : drafting of statutes  
 3nd stage : all concepts expressed in either system in both languages 

5 International Law  
      Re : Book 10 of the Civil Code 

CONCLUSION 

See Le May The Quebec Legal System: An Overview, 84 Law. Libr. J. 189 (1992) at pp. 
193-194 and footnote 12. 

The C.O.D.E. deciphered 
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